Predators once challenged their future Page 1 of 2

ISubscriber Services | Archives | Site Index | Contact Us | HelpClassifieds | CareerWorks | Autos | Homes

Today is Thursday, July 27, 2006
Originally published Thursday, July 20, 2006
Updated Thursday, July 20, 2006

Site Search: G % EEEL G mT GYrMsl 6o %
%I/IAIN SECTIONS predators once challenged their future
ome

Local News Now a Venice Beach colony has taken a tern for the better.
Region/State By Lee Peterson
Nation/World Daily Breeze
Business
Sports Least terns glide into the wind that sweeps over the sand dunes, anchovies
Today hanging from their bills, spotting their tiny chicks and then swooping down to
RAVE! make a fresh-fish delivery.
Columnists
Opinion The newly hatched youngsters, 1/2-inch-long balls of white fur with brown
Hot Topics spots, have about three to four weeks of feeding time and sleeping before they
Readers as Writers are fully grown and on their own.
Corrections
Weather _ Advartizemant — More F
AP News e Tear g
ASAP After two previous breeding seasons of seeing every single egg eaten by Harbor
MARKETPLACE predators, the California least tern colony at the beach near Marina del Rey is * Culbe
General flourishing this year, thanks apparently to a new perimeter fence erected in ~ Scholar
]Clﬁslil'ﬁgds March. * El Sey

ob Finder center ¢
M Biologists say the fence, built by the Department of Fish and Game, has givenm
Home Finder Flnder‘ the endangered California least terns a chance to congregate in large enough ballot
f/[t;??}r;z?ﬁsimder numbers to stave off predators not stopped by the fence, namely crows. 7.C§ar‘$i]

u

m 1 The last two years, the crows didn't even wait for the chicks to hatch. %};?Iice
lé]éﬁ?glli "Crows got them at the egg stage, so the (adult) terns jusF gave up gnd moved %rgr?lU"E
Subscriber to other sites," said Lyann Comrack, associate wildlife biologist with Fish andm
Services Game. hacking
Advertising Info . . . .
Contact Us As of thls week, there were 372 nesting pairs that havq produced 260 chicks Most E
About Us at' the sﬁe at the sogthern eqd of Venice Bqach, accordlr}g to ihomas Ryan , a« Who :
Photo Store blploglst forlFoothlll Associates, a consulting firm helping Fish and Game  women
Submit News with the project. « Desal
Work For Us ) ] ) ] for RB
Letters Policy "They've been successful this year," Ryan said. "I'm very happy with the size draws s
Privacy Policy of the colony." * Brow:
Re-use Permission challen

The new fence didn't simply replace the old one, but was built around a larger witness

http://www.dailybreeze.com/news/articles/3387366.html 7/27/2006
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Help/FAQ's area. The migratory shorebirds' territory grew from 4 acres to 7 acres,
RESOURCES providing a wide buffer zone around the dunes where the white-bodied,
Contests black-headed terns nest amid the dune evening primrose.
RSS Feeds
South Bay Source There's safety in numbers for the terns.
Restaurant Guide
Coupons When enough of the terns get together, the 9-inch-long birds with 20-inch
Lottery Results  wingspans can fend off the much larger crows or more aggressive starlings
Your Hometown  that like to eat tern eggs and chicks.
OUR SITES
More San Pedro  "[t's really important to nest in a big group," Ryan said. That way, when a
Beach Reporter  crow enters the area, 10 to 15 adult terns will respond, divebombing, hitting
Palos Verdes Newsand pooping on the interloper. (They'll do that to human intruders as well, by
SouthBayAdFinderthe way.)
SignOnSanDiego
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